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and female crewmembers, a challenge
the Indian navy has not yet resolved.

Upon departing Mumbai, O’Kane re-
fueled from USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70)
and departed from the battlegroup and
headed east to Singapore.

Christmas Day was spent on the
Indian Ocean. As a holiday break, the
crew held a “swim call.” O’Kane
stopped her engines and Sailors
jumped in the water from the back of
the ship. When the boatswain’s mate
rang four bells and said “O’Kane de-
parting”, Cmdr. Taylor W. Skardon
jumped overboard.

New Years was spent in Darwin,
Australia where the members of
O’Kane displayed their Irish spirit by
partying at “Shenanigan’s,” a local Irish
pub. Most of the younger crowd danced
the night away at nearby “Club
Discovery.”

After well-deserved rest and relax-
ation in Darwin, O’Kane transited to
Dili, East Timor where it conducted hu-
manitarian operations in conjunction

with the United States Support Group
East Timor (USGET). Sailors renovat-
ed two schools and installed running
water and electricity in the Caritas
Convent. Three days later paint-speck-
led but satisfied Sailors pulled anchor
and began the journey to O’Kane’s final
liberty port – Townsville, Australia.

In Townsville, crewmembers dove the
Great Barrier Reef and cuddled koalas
in the Billabong Sanctuary. Despite
these in-port adventures, however,
Sailors missed their families and were
ready for the journey to end.

“It’s nice to be here,” said Ens.
Jennifer L. Tietz, “but I really can’t wait
to get home.”

O’Kane pulled away from Townsville’s
Pier Eight on Jan. 17 to begin the final
transit of her maiden deployment – last
stop, Papa Hotel (Pearl Harbor).

“The next time we take out these
lines,” said Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class
Darrell L. Florence, as the sea and an-
chor detail stowed the mooring lines,
“We’ll be tying up in Pearl Harbor. We’ll
be home!”
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Returns: O’Kane returns
from six month WESTPAC
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The daughter of a USS O’Kane Sailor holds up a sign welcoming home her father. He returned
home with the ship from its deployment Jan 25.
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USS O’Kane transits the channel, past the Nevada Memorial at Hospital
Point, on its way to a homecoming welcome at Merry Point.
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Right: USS
O’Kane arrived
home to several
hundred friends
and family mem-
bers, and a tra-
d i t i o n a l
Hawai’ian wel-
come.

Crew members aboard USS O’Kane (DDG 77) wait as the brow is lowered after the ship returns from its maiden deployment Jan. 25.

Rear Adm. Robert T Conway Jr., Commander, Navy Region Hawaii and Commander, Naval
Surface Group Middle Pacific, commends USS O’Kane’s crew for its part in Operation
Enduring Freedom.
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Crew members aboard USS O’Kane celebrate their return to Pearl Harbor from the ship’s maiden deployment.


